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The Minister’s Letter 

Dear Park Family, 

We are now well into the season of 

Advent, the first candle has been lit. It is 

important that we focus on this light 

because it represents HOPE, and shines in 

ways and places that seem impossible. 

Hope means a lot doesn’t it?  

Why not, light a candle of hope in your 

home?  

Reminding yourself and those around you 

that darkness cannot overcome the light 

[John 1:5] 

“Meanwhile these three 

remain: faith, hope, and 

love; and the greatest of 

these is love.”     1 Cor 13:13 

For me there are three things 

that are in an eco-system 

together (psst… we’re still 

tending to our Garden) Faith, 

Hope and Love. I’d like to 

focus on Hope this season. 

In the beginning of 

December this year, the 

weather has been really 

foggy.  

Have you ever been lost in fog and not known where you are 

going? This experience spoke deeply to me as Tolu and I were 

travelling through the fog.  

Sometimes life can be filled with fog, making it difficult and 

challenging for us to navigate the way ahead. In the times that 

we are living and through the fog can represent fear, things 

that we do not understand or control.  
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The fog can also represent the burdens that we have been 

carrying. This year has been like no other in recent times.  

The fog can be said to 

be, thicker than ever, 

and we have not been 

able to see what is going 

to come next. 

As Tolu drove, I noticed 

that when she put on the 

fog lights/the high 

beams. We were able to 

see just a little bit further. 

Not all the way through 

the fog, but just enough to stay safe and in our lane.  

So how do we see through the fog? 

I am reminded of this truth from Psalm 105:119: 

“Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path.” 

There is purpose and power in the word of God which is a light 

for our path in these uncertain times, enabling us to see some 

way through the fog. Showing us, there is a way where there is 

no way.  

If you are in a fog, surrounded by fear or confusion and you 

don’t know what to do, turn to the Word of God and let it light 

a way for you. It may be just enough for you to see the way to 

go. The Gospels, Psalms and book of the Prophets are filled with 

wisdoms and truths to shine a light in our journey of life.  

The Bible (Word of God) won’t tell you whether or not to 

upgrade your phone, car or how to mute/un-mute. But the 

deeper things of life, the word of God is a lamp unto our feet 

and has plenty to say on how we might see through a fog, or a 

dark valley. 

Last month’s (Nov 2020) theme was remember, remember. I 

am once again reminded of just how dark and foggy it has 

been for a great many this year.  



page 5 

 

But the hope that we cling to, is the light that has been placed 

within us:  

“For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are 

light. Live as children of light…” [Ephesians 5:8 NRSV] 

This image above is from an art exhibition by artist Yayoi 

Kusama entitled Infinity Mirror. In my mind this captures the 

image of Children of the Light, the image of the Church shining 

bright in the darkness. The lights are you and me… 

No matter how dark (or foggy) it gets in these times, remember 

the light of God is placed within your heart and it shines 

brightly. When you let that light shine, whenever you light a 

candle of hope within your heart – it burns brighter than ever in 

the darkest of times.   

Darkness cannot overcome the light… Live as Children of the 

light… 

A quote from one of my favourite films – Shawshank 

Redemption 

“…Hope is a good thing maybe the best of things, and no 

good thing ever dies.”  - Andy 
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So, if you find yourself in the thick of a fog, or in a forest and 

you cannot see the wood for the trees, if you find yourself 

surrounded by 

darkness. There is a 

seed of hope 

planted within your 

hearts, Jesus light of 

the world is shining 

brighter still in the 

darkness.  

His word is a lamp 

unto your feet for 

the way ahead. 

Cling to that Hope - that lights the way in the darkness in and 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour – AMEN! 

Tolu and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you, your 

families and all those whom you hold dear a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! Praying that you receive a 

fresh outpouring of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy as you share in 

the journey of Christmas that leads to the presence of God on 

earth – Jesus! 

Every Blessing, 

 

 

 

 

Stephen & Tolu Ansa-Addo 

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

Isaiah 9:6 
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Family News 

As we continue to pray for everyone affected in any way by 

the coronavirus outbreak, we remember in particular those 

who are worried about what the future may hold, and those 

struggling to come to terms with fear or anxiety.  We also pray 

for local schools which are affected and for families being 

forced to self-isolate.  

We sent love and congratulations to Bev Warden, who 

celebrated a special birthday on Friday, November 20th.   

We also congratulate Abby King, who has obtained her 

Master’s degree with merit. We give thanks that Abby’s hard 

work has paid off, and we send her our love and pray that God 

will bless her future endeavours. 

We pray for the congregation at Hungerford, in particular, we 

continue to pray for Maureen Bull and her family, following 

Colin’s funeral service recently. We also pray for Chris Cragg 

and her family, as several family members have tested positive 

for the coronavirus.  

Fiona also asks for prayers for her mother-in-law Carol, who has 

to have further hospital tests before Christmas, and for her own 

mother, that she may again be allowed visitors to the West 

Berkshire Community Hospital.  

We pray for those who mourn, remembering particularly Lily 

Radeka, whose father died in Kenya recently. The whole family 

are in our thoughts at this time when travelling to be together is 

so hard.  

Rebecca Bullard has asked us to pray for her sister-in-law Liz, 

who has fractured her pelvis in a horse-riding accident, and 

also for Diana, Rebecca’s mother-in-law, who is finding it hard 

to come to terms with the situation.    

We pray for all others who are affected by ill-health, recovering 

from, or receiving treatment.  We were also sorry to hear that 

Tony Wilson’s sister has had a bad fall and broken bones in her 

chest. Tony is regularly travelling to Kent to visit her in hospital, 

and we pray for all the family.  
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Vera Bacon is in Caversham Ward of the RBH, following swelling 

and infection in her legs; we pray for Vera, her sons, and their 

families at this time.  

Samantha Oguna has been suffering from eye inflammation 

this week and we pray that God’s healing hand will bring 

comfort and relief.  

We rejoice that Judith Enang’s niece Antonia is now out of 

hospital and recovering from the Covid-19 virus, but we 

continue to hold all the family in prayer as Judith’s father has 

tested positive for the virus and is in hospital with pneumonia.   

We give thanks that David Wong’s father has recovered 

sufficiently to be discharged from hospital; he is now living back 

in the nursing home in Malaysia, and all the family thank those 

who have been praying for them.  

Renee and Bert Ewen have had a difficult time following the 

recent deaths of Bert’s sister and brother-in-law. Bert has also 

attended hospital for a scan - we ask for God’s blessing on 

them both.  

We also continue to pray for Olive Goodchild, Linda Adkins, 

Ruth Clark, Bob and Andrea Dewing, Dave and Jenny Jones, 

Hilary Campbell, and Thelma Butler.     

Lord, in your mercy …….  Hear our Prayer  

Carrie 

Letters 

October seems a long time ago, but fresh in my memory is the 

wonderful surprise that I received in church one Sunday when 

Carrie presented me with an amazing card signed by so many 

of you to celebrate my special birthday!  

This particular milestone is one I might rather forget, but the 

warmth of your greetings means a lot, as does your continuing 

support for all that we do at Park. Thank you all so much!  

Simon King    
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Secretary’s Overview of 2019 

Dear friends, I am writing this report in a 

time of the Covid pandemic and 2019 

seems like a distant memory.  

I am producing this report somewhat later 

in the year as normally it would have been 

presented at the March Church Meeting. 

However, the events of Covid overtook us and Church 

Meetings were delayed.  

As with previous years I haven’t been relying on my memory 

alone but was considerably assisted by the wonderful 

magazines that are published each month and available on 

our website. Thanks are due to Rod King for producing the 

Magazine and to all those who have contributed.  

Much of 2019 was preoccupied with the vacancy. At the end 

of 2018 we had been informed by the North West Synod 

Pastoral Committee that after much deliberation over the 

scoping of the 6 M4 corridor churches, the best way forward, 

for the time being, would be to link the 2 churches currently in 

vacancy – Park and Hungerford.  

In early January Rev David Downing was appointed to be the 

Interim Moderator of the combined pastorate. We created a 

Vacancy Review Group with myself, Simon King and Yvette 

Gayford from Park and Fiona Hobson (Church Secretary of 

Hungerford URC) and two other Elders from Hungerford. Our 

next task was to complete a joint Pastorate Profile ready for the 

Pastoral Committee to approve.  

Following this approval in May the vacancy was then officially 

announced and made public.  

We waited patiently and watched as we were made aware 

that our Profile was being viewed. Then during December, Rev 

David Downing informed us that a minister had viewed the 

Profile and wanted to progress to the next stage of the process.  

My report for 2020 will continue the story.  
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Apart from the vacancy life continued at Park. In January at 

the first Communion service we welcomed back Chris Gayford 

as a serving Elder, and Ruth and Alistair Clark, who were 

continuing for a second three-year term. Yvette Gayford would 

continue as Church Treasurer, Rod King as Assistant Treasurer, 

and Simon and Jenny King as Assistant Church Secretary.  

We thank all of them for their continued support and work for 

the church.  At the same service it was an absolute pleasure to 

be able to say a special blessing for Issy Jemmot. Becky had 

been bringing Issy to Park for some time and Issy had felt she 

would like to take this special step to recognise the family that 

she had become a part of.  

Also during January, the Commissioning Service for Dr. Phebe 

Mann was held, recognising her as an Assembly Accredited 

Lay Preacher. David Childs, the Lay Preaching Commissioner, 

was present for this service. We congratulate Phebe for all her 

hard work and wish her well as she continues to spread the 

Gospel in URC Churches both in London and locally.  

For many years we had been wanting to decorate the 

entrance lobby to the Church Halls. Thanks to a significant 

improvement to the church finances through excellent 

management of the Church Hall lettings by Becky Joyce we 

were able to go ahead and redecorate. The main lobby was 

decorated by professional contractors who did a fantastic job; 

the building looks so much fresher and brighter. Thanks are also 

due to the team of volunteers (Carrie, Rod, Roger, and Becky) 

who painted the corridor from the lobby to the Minister’s 

Office.  

Something new for 2019 was the First Friday Footpath Walk. On 

the first Friday of the month, starting in March, people met 

together to go for a short walk (2 to 3 miles) before ending up 

somewhere convenient for refreshments. This is always a time of 

fellowship and I know that many who take part really enjoy 

meeting together. It is a very flexible group, and anyone is 

welcome to join in when they are available.  
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For Lent we continued with our tradition of joining together for 

a Lent Bible Study. This was to last over 6 sessions. We were 

following a study entitled “The Long Road to Heaven” which is 

based on the film “The Way” starring Martin Sheen. The film 

describes the journey made by a group of four pilgrims who 

met whilst walking the Camino de Santiago, also known as the 

Way of Saint James. The study followed them as they travelled 

the 500-mile pilgrimage way through France and Northern 

Spain and looked at the effect this pilgrimage had on them. It 

is an immensely powerful film and the study proved to be both 

challenging and informative.  

The Easter period was spent as usual sharing events with other 

local churches around us. On Good Friday morning we shared 

a short Walk of Witness, stopping for a brief act of worship at St 

Peter’s Church, Anderson Baptist Church and Park, before 

sharing refreshments at Park after completing the walk. In the 

afternoon of Good Friday, we gathered for a quiet reflective 

service put together by Carrie King.  On Easter Day we 

celebrated the Risen Christ with an early service led by Rev. 

Gordon Connell at 8:00am followed by our traditional Easter 

Day Breakfast before our morning worship at 10:30.   

On one Sunday in May we joined together for a Bring and 

Share Lunch after the morning service. This gave us all the 

opportunity to say farewell to Tony and Helen Durrant. Tony 

and Helen, having only ever lived in Reading, had been part of 

the family at Park for all their lives. They had both been an 

inspirational force behind the Praise Band and had made a 

significant impact on music in worship at Park. We wished them 

well, although we know that this was only Farewell and not 

Goodbye, as despite moving away to the south of the New 

Forest, they still remain very much connected to Park. 

During our May Church Meeting it was agreed that the church 

would support Dr. Phebe Mann’s desire to be put forward as a 

candidate for Non-Stipendiary Ministry. However, at the Synod 

interview stage, Phebe was not accepted at that point to 

continue with the process. Our thoughts and prayers remain 

with her as she seeks to find the direction in which to respond 

to God’s call on her life.  
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June saw many of us sharing together again at our annual 

Church Camp at White Mark Farm in Watlington. The weekend 

followed its normal relaxed format, beginning by meeting up 

together during Friday afternoon. A quiet relaxed breakfast the 

next morning was followed by a walk into Watlington to stock 

up ready for the evening BBQ. Saturday afternoon as usual was 

spent either playing games at the camp site, sunbathing, going 

for a walk led by Helen (about 5 miles) or just flying kites.  

In the evening we had our Come and Share BBQ followed by 

campfire and singing. Sunday was another bright sunny day, 

and following breakfast, we came together for worship and 

Communion at around 10:30am (camp time) to correspond 

with the rest of the congregation back at Park.  

I don’t think that anyone there will forget the story that Alan 

shared with us – of Jael and Sisera and the tent pegs, told in 

Judges Chapter 4. It was quite an unfortunate end for Sisera – 

look up the story for yourselves!  After a shared lunch we duly 

pulled up the tent pegs and headed home at the end of a 

wonderful weekend. I know that every year people express 

how much they enjoy this time together.  

August presented us with a bit of a problem when notices 

appeared on the church car park stating that the Council 

would be installing a “Pay-and-Display” scheme. We presented 

our protests to Reading Borough Council and I attended a 

Council meeting to state our case. The matter was deferred 

and then our parking area was removed from the scheme. We 

are still waiting to finalize a proper lease for the Car Park and 

discussions continue with the Council.  

During the course of the year we had identified that it was time 

to review the situation with our pipe organ, which had last 

been reconditioned about 30 years earlier. It was time for this 

to be undertaken again, so we obtained quotes for the work 

that needed to be done. During the process, it was decided to 

look at possible alternatives and Simon King researched the 

possibility of replacing our current pipe organ with an 

electronic digital organ.  

Church Members were invited to a demonstration of this type 

of organ in our own church setting and it was agreed that we 
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would go ahead and purchase an instrument that was 

immediately available. It would now be necessary to follow the 

processes necessary to remove the old organ, which had 

originally been installed in 1927. It was hoped that we would be 

able to find a new home for the organ, and we will take all 

steps possible to achieve this.  

On the premises front, following on from the successful 

decoration of the Halls lobby it was agreed that we would look 

at the possibility of exchanging the Creche and Church Office 

rooms. This would have the advantage of bringing the Office 

closer to the main door of the building, making it much more 

accessible. We agreed to schedule the project for the 

following year.  At the same time, we also obtained quotes for 

the possible redecoration of the Church, which was long 

overdue. 

I am so pleased that in every month of the year (except for 

August) we were able to continue with the Songs of Praise 

service at Lakeside Care Home. The residents do so appreciate 

us going in to lead services for them. Many thanks are due to 

those who have provided support each month with the music 

and readings – Simon King, Julia Marsh, Ruth Clark, Linda 

Fenwick, Tony Wilson, and Carrie King. 

At the beginning of 2019 we started the year with 107 Church 

Members within our fellowship. During the year it was with 

sadness that we lost 3 members. Alastair Clark passed away on 

2nd July. Alastair was an Elder and well-loved figure at Park, 

having been a Church Member for 5 years.  He will be 

remembered as always being willing to help out and do 

anything he could. Audrey Warner died on 9th November due 

to illness; we had not seen much of Audrey in recent years, but 

she had been a Church Member for 22 years. Ken Curtis 

passed away on 15th December. Ken had been an Elder, and 

Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and 

was involved in many activities at Park over the years with 

Hazel, his wife, who passed away in 2015.  Ken had been a 

member of Park for 66 years.  
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We also heard from 3 people who resigned their membership 

of Park. Nicola Werro was planning to join Wycliffe Church in 

Reading; Julie Holmes was attending an Anglican church in 

Wokingham where she had been part of the choir for many 

years; and Laura Stedman (nee King) had joined her local 

church in Cambridge.  

It was with great pleasure that we were able to receive 

Anthony Wilson into Membership in September. At the end of 

2019, this left our membership at 102. This may be lower than for 

many years, but we are still one of the largest churches in the 

Synod.  

I thought it might be interesting to share some figures that were 

in an article from the URC in our September magazine. “The 

United Reformed Church is like a big family – about 46,000 

members in 1,400 churches served by just under 400 ministers.  

In any thriving family, the members support each other and 

want the best for each other. In the URC, we are all seeking to 

‘Walk the way: live the life of Jesus today’ – and to enable 

others to do so as well”.   

As you can see from this there are on average 33 people per 

church and 3.5 churches per Minister. I think we must thank 

God for what we are and what we have.  

On the whole, 2019 has been a very successful year. I admit 

that as yet we still haven’t found a minister, but we have 

progressed a long way and I am sure that the new year will see 

significant developments on this front.  

Financially we have fared much better, supported by a 

generous legacy from the family of Ron Evans, better and 

tighter control of day- to-day expenditure, an increase in our 

giving and an astonishing upturn in our revenue from lettings. 

Much of this is thanks to the sterling efforts of Rebecca Joyce 

and our Treasury team of Yvette Gayford and Rod King. 

Once again, this year it was wonderful to see so many of our 

services being led by people from our own fellowship.  31 

services were led by our own people, some of them taking on 

this role for the first time.  
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Thank you all so much for your efforts. I know from personal 

experience how much my own knowledge and understanding 

has increased by preparing services and trying to learn how to 

share God’s message with others.  I know we must all have 

grown so much in this time. We have survived another year 

without a minister, but I can only repeat my belief in the words 

from Jeremiah 29: 11 - 13 

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.  

12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 

will listen to you.  

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 

your heart. 

I would like to thank everyone for your support this year, 

especially all the Elders. I cannot think of such a wonderful 

group of people to share serving the Lord with.  

God bless you all. 

Roger. 

Prayer 

Father we thank you for your hope and peace that surpasses 

our understanding. Thank you that we are able to trust in you 

and that your promises remain from the beginning of time till 

now.  

Lord we thank you again, for that fresh hope that guides us 

along the way of life’s journey one step at a time.  

Amen! 

Stephen 
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The Earley Nativity Trail 

 

On Saturday 12th 

December, Earley will 

come alive to the Nativity 

story when The Earley 

Nativity Trail is launched.  

Travel between Earley St 

Peter’s Church and 

School, Anderson Baptist 

Church, and Park united 

Reformed Church to see 

scenes from the nativity 

story, hear the parts of the 

story told, and listen to 

carols.  

Look for the guiding angels on the way – how many will you 

spot, I wonder!  

Download and print off a map and an activity sheet from the 

church website www.parkurc.org.uk, or from the Facebook 

site www.Facebook.com/EarleyNativityTrail, or ask me and I 

will email it to you any time from 12th December.  

The joy of the gift of Jesus, Son of God, will shine through 

Earley!                                                                  

Carrie  

  

http://www.parkurc.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/EarleyNativityTrail
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Guiding Angels 

Elsewhere in this magazine you can read all about the exciting 

Earley Nativity Trail starting on Saturday 12th December.  

Part of the trail is spotting 

angels in windows, on 

hedges, gates, and fences. 

Angels can be drawn, 

coloured, painted, crafted, 

bought, modelled – get 

your creative juices flowing!  

It would be fantastic if as 

many of us as possible 

could put up angels where 

they can be seen by passers-by – 

even if you are not on the trail 

route!  

After all, angels are God’s 

messengers – many of them take a 

role in the Nativity story – so having 

an angel on display signifies the 

most important message of all – 

the joy, love, hope and peace 

that God’s wonderful gift of Jesus, 

Son of God, brings.  

The angels can go up any time – 

you don’t have to wait until 12th 

December.  

And you can post your angel 

pictures on the Facebook site 

www.Facebook.com/EarleyNativityTrail. I look forward to 

seeing all your beautiful angels. 

Carrie  
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Progressive Virtual Christmas Dinner 

What on earth is that, I hear you cry! Well a Christmas dinner, 

that’s virtual and progressive. Let me explain! 

It would lovely for us all to get together at church to share a 

meal this Christmas, but as we know, that’s not going to be 

possible. But we can get together virtually – as we have been 

for the last 7 months with Zoom church, amongst other things.  

We have also experienced breakout groups where we can 

chat with a smaller group of people, this is similar, we can 

move to dine with different companions groups for each 

course. 

So I would like to invite you all to have dinner together on 

Friday 11th December. The time table will be as follows: 

 6:30 pm - join Zoom for pre-dinner chat and drinks, and 

Stephen will say grace just before 7pm. 

 7:00 pm - Roger puts us into our first breakout group for 

our starter. 

 7:30 pm - Roger puts us into our second breakout group 

for our main course. 

 8:30 pm - Roger puts us into our third breakout group for 

our dessert. 

 9:00 pm - we all come back together for coffee. 

The idea will be that you will be able to share dinner with quite 

a few church people, albeit virtually, not in person. Why not 

make it Christmassy, maybe with decorations in view, or 

perhaps crackers and party hats, or possibly candles or fairy 

lights.  

Either go to town on a slap up, full works Christmas dinner, or 

opt for something lighter. If you can’t stomach a 3 course 

meal, have a fruit juice instead of a starter. But if you like to go 

the whole hog, go for it!  

What matters is the getting together and enjoying fellowship.  

Hope to see you there! 

Carrie   
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All lit up for Christmas! 

Thanks to all those who contributed their lights, their time and 

their expertise, the Church is now resplendent in coloured lights! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” John 1:5 

Rod 
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Lights 

 

Lights… #TheARTinLife – ATL taken 2nd Dec 2018 

Stephen Ansa-Addo  
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Reverse Advent 2020 – Items for ReadiFood 

The idea of Reverse Advent means that instead of receiving a 

chocolate every day from your Advent Calendar you give 

something every day to the people who are really in need.  

If you are able and willing to contribute something (however 

small) then why not decorate a box, or get your children to do 

this, to collect the items in and it reminds us all of the 

importance of giving, not just receiving.  The decorated box is 

also a nice focal point for the run up to Christmas. 

You may remember that for the last few years during Advent, 

or a bit before, we brought our items for ReadiFood, some in 

decorated boxes, to Park and they were all displayed on the 

platform in front of the Advent Ring.  

We will not be able to do this in the same way this year so 

maybe we could take the items to ReadiFood ourselves or ask 

someone else to do this for us.  Roger has kindly volunteered to 

take some of the items to ReadiFood.  

There are also other options, e.g. by putting items in food bank 

collection bins at supermarkets or by donating online at 

ReadiFood - https://readifood.org.uk/donate-online-2/ If you 

would like/are able to help at all, then the foods that 

ReadiFood would really love are: 

 Mince pies 

 Boxes of chocolates 

 Boxes of biscuits 

 Christmas puddings (preferably no alcohol) 

 Tinned ham 

 Tinned salmon 

 Tinned vegetables 

(No toiletries, thank you, as they have loads!) 

Please make sure all use by dates are after Christmas. If you 

plan to take part in this, please could you make arrangements 

for the items to get to ReadiFood by Thursday, 10th December 

to ensure that people in need receive their food for Christmas. 

Julia  

https://readifood.org.uk/donate-online-2/
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News from Michael Penny 

The bad news is that there will be no 

Carol Singing in Broad Street this year 

with the Salvation Army band.  

The Salvation Army has been given 

‘informal’ permission for bands of six 

socially distant musicians to play, but 

they still have not yet received written 

confirmation. Also ‘verbal’ permission has 

been given to collect from the public but, again, no ‘written’ 

confirmation has been received. 

But whatever happens, there will undoubtedly be a severe 

decline in the money collected from the public who 

traditionally have been very generous. This lack of fund will 

have an impact on the poor in our town as the money 

collected went solely to local projects. 

Also it looks as if other communal carolling will not be taking 

place in such places as Coronation Square in Southcote, 

Tilehurst Triangle and outside Tesco on the Oxford Road. And 

sadly there will be no service for the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity in January 2021. 

If things go well with the vaccines, maybe we can have a 

celebratory one in the summer. 

But now for some good news. 

Undoubtedly many of us have been busy serving the Lord in so 

many different ways. 

Here are seven things people have done which we can all 

share in and enjoy: 

1: Our neighbour, Rosemary Sandbach who used to work for 

CCA and is still involved in a volunteer capacity, wrote a “A 

Prayer for Difficult Times”. It appeared in the December issue of 

Search magazine, and is now freely available from the website 

of The Open Bible Trust.  

Go to www.obt.org.uk and click on ‘Free Downloads’ and then 

‘Graphics’. It is first on the list. 
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2. She also produced, with her husband Jonathan, a lovely, 

sixty second video of the lighting of the first advent candle. You 

can watch it using this url: Lighting the first candle of the 

Advent ring - YouTube 

3. My daughter, Debbie, was asked to offer the prayers for one 

of the Zoom services at her church, St. Matthew’s in Southcote. 

You can watch these prayers about being grateful and 

thankful on YouTube. Go to www.obt.org.uk and click on the 

YouTube button on the right. This prayer is the second video in 

a series called “Wonderful Words”.  

Then my wife, Sylvia has produced three lovely items: 

4. “Mary’s Story”: A short story about an older Mary 

remembering the birth of her firstborn son. Go to 

www.obt.org.uk and click on ‘Free Downloads’ and this time 

on ‘Pamphlets”. It is the first one on page 2. 

5. “Who is Jesus?”: A graphic you can print off and give to 

others, or include it with your Christmas cards.  Again go to 

www.obt.org.uk and click on ‘Free Downloads’ and then 

‘Graphics’. It is at the bottom of page 2. 

6. The above graphic is based on a seminar given by Sylvia last 

Saturday on “The Incarnation”. If you would like to see that 

seminar, and it is well-worth watching. Go to www.obt.org.uk 

and click on the YouTube button on the right. This seminar is the 

first one in the series dealing with the question “Who is Jesus?” 

7. And if you would like some Christian Christmas Activities at 

this time of year, there is a free booklet with six different 

activities which I have put together. Go to www.obt.org.uk and 

click on ‘Free Downloads’ and then on ‘Unpublished booklets’: 

you will see it half-way down the first page. 

Enjoy the activities … 

And my prayer is that we will enjoy Christmas, even if it is 

different from previous years, because Jesus does not change 

– He is the same yesterday, today and forever. 

May God bless us all in 2021. 

Michael Penny 
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Rainbows 

Although it has been an unusual year, we have managed to 

keep the Rainbows going and are thankful to have made it to 

the end of term! 

At the beginning of this term we held a face-to-face meeting 

in Palmer Park, and it was lovely to see the girls again.  It was 

also an opportunity for us to say goodbye to 5 of our Rainbows 

who were leaving to move on to Brownies.   

Since then we have been running weekly Zoom meetings, and 

most weeks all the Rainbows have been there!      

Our plan was to start meeting back at Park after half term, but 

although we had completed the necessary risk assessments, 

this obviously did not happen, thanks to the second lockdown!  

Luckily, all the planned activities could be adapted to do on 

Zoom, so the same topics have been covered – and 

PowerPoints have been quite a godsend! 

We have been working on elements of two of our Skills Builders 

– ‘Make Change’ and ‘Be Well’ – as well as trying to fit in a 

variety of UMAs (Unit Meeting Activities).  All this has led to a 

varied programme, 

which has included 

finding out about the 

correct items to have 

in a First Aid kit and 

about how to kill 

germs; learning about 

the best food to feed 

to ducks and then 

making some 

delicious ‘Snacks for 

Quacks’; discovering 

something about the 

blue plaques that can be found on buildings, also designing a 

personalised version; and then one of our highlights – making 

microwave chocolate mug cakes, which looked fantastic and 

which were certainly delicious too!  



page 25 

 

Since half term we have completed the Remembrance Day 

UMA and made poppies – which led us nicely into finding out 

about different charities – what they do, and how we can 

support them.   

Some of the Rainbows have 

taken up the 

Girlguiding/Children in Need 

‘Act Your Age’ Challenge, 

raising money to be shared 

equally between Girlguiding 

and the BBC’s Children in 

Need appeal.  The aim was to 

complete a challenge based on your age. The Rainbows are 

all aged 5, 6, or 7, and I have been really impressed with what 

they have come up with. Here are just a few examples:  

 Walking 6.27miles  

 Cycling 6 miles  

 Making 7 bakes in 7 days  

 Walking to our Rainbows meeting place 5 times  

One Rainbow chose 6 different 

activities and did them each for 6 

minutes.   

Well done to everyone who took part! 

Between them they have enabled 

me to send over £400 to Girlguiding. 

Amid all this activity we have also 

awarded two bronze and two silver 

awards and hopefully will be 

awarding our first gold award next 

term. 

So, the end of term approaches – 

and we hope it will be really special! We have two new 

Rainbows making their promise, and we plan to be doing 

Christmas crafts and enjoying our usual time of seasonal fun – 

but most importantly, this will be happening in a FACE-TO-FACE 

MEETING!! 
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Prayers for Hope and Peace 

Stephen 
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…and finally – the Henry Hoover Nativity Scene 

 

Hope Lights the Way… #TheARTinLife – CAM taken 28th Nov 2019/ Stephen Ansa-Addo 
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